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TWO-PIECE HANDLE DESIGN FOR
PRESSURE COOKER

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a division of application Ser. No.
12/617,362 filed Nov. 12, 2009, which claims the benefit of
U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/113,469, filed Nov. 11,
2008, each of which is hereby fully incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of handle designs
for consumer appliances. More specifically, the present
invention is directed to a two-piece handle design sharing a
common extended coupling nut to increase mounting
strength while reducing overall packaging dimensions.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Pressure cookers are well known cooking devices that
allow for reduced preparation times while maintaining vita-
mins and minerals within the food to be cooked. Generally, a
pressure cooker can include a small amount of added water
and the food item to be cooked. The pressure cooker can then
be sealed with a cover and placed over a heat source such as,
for example, a gas or electric stove burner. The water is
eventually heated to boiling wherein the steam is retained
within the sealed pressure cooker. The formation and reten-
tion of the steam results in an increase to the internal pressure
within the pressure cooker. Due to this increased pressure, the
boiling temperature of the water increases such as, for
example, to about 121° C. at 1 atmosphere. With this
increased temperature, the cooking time is reduced while the
surrounding steam does not leach the vitamins and minerals
from the food item as can occur during traditional boiling.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present application relates to an improved pressure
cooker design including a two-piece handle design utilizing a
common connection point to increase resistance to damage
due to over tightening of connecting screws while simulta-
neously allowing the use of a conventional handle size with a
corresponding reduction in overall packaging size. Generally,
the two-piece handle design includes a cover base portion and
acover grip portion wherein a pair of nuts are mounted within
the cover base portion to receive coupling screws at both ends
of the nuts for operably joining the cover and the cover grip
portion to the cover base portion. Connection of the cover
base portion and the cover allows for capture of an interlock
assembly that prevents the development of pressure within
the pressure cooker if the cover is incorrectly attached to the
pressure cooker or prevents removal of the cover from the
pressure cooker when the pressure cooker is pressurized. By
providing for a pair of shared nuts within the cover base
portion, tightening of the coupling screws provides for con-
tinuous metal on metal contact to eliminate potential damage
to weaker polymeric materials while allowing a consumer to
quickly and easily attach the cover grip portion of the two-
piece handle to the cover base portion at a point of use so as to
not require packaging that must accommodate the attached
dimensions of the cover and two-piece handle.

In one aspect, the present disclosure relates to a two-piece
handle design that provides the simultaneous benefits of
increased mounting strength with a reduction in overall pack-
aging dimensions.
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Inanother aspect, the present disclosure relates to a method
for coupling a handle to a cover assembly that provides
increased strength and rigidity to a fully assembled cover
assembly.

In yet another aspect, the present disclosure related to a
method of reducing packaging dimensions for a pressure
cooker by providing a two-piece handle assembly for attach-
ment at a point of use.

The above summary of the various representative embodi-
ments of the invention is not intended to describe each illus-
trated embodiment or every implementation of the invention.
Rather, the embodiments are chosen and described so that
others skilled in the art may appreciate and understand the
principles and practices of the invention. The figures in the
detailed description that follow more particularly exemplify
these embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These as well as other objects and advantages of this inven-
tion, will be more completely understood and appreciated by
referring to the following more detailed description of the
presently preferred exemplary embodiments of the invention
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 11is a perspective view of a pressure cooker according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a cover assembly
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the cover assembly of FIG.
2.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a grip portion of a handle
assembly.

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the handle
assembly according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion prior to attachment to the cover assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view of the grip portion
of the handle assembly according to an embodiment of the
present invention prior to attachment to the cover assembly of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the handle assembly
attached to the cover assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 8 is a partial section view of the handle assembly
attached to the cover assembly.

While the invention is amenable to various modifications
and alternative forms, specifics thereof have been shown by
way of example in the drawings and will be described in
detail. It should be understood, however, that the intention is
not to limit the invention to the particular embodiments
described. On the contrary, the intention is to cover all modi-
fications, equivalents and alternatives.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

As illustrated in FIG. 1, an embodiment of a pressure
cooker 100 generally comprises a cooking pot 102 and a
cover assembly 104. Cooking pot 102 and cover assembly
104 generally interlock to define a pressurized vessel 106 for
receiving a food product for cooking under conditions above
atmospheric pressure. Pressurized vessel 106 is generally
designed to operate at an internal pressure of about 1 atmo-
sphere.

Referring again to FIG. 1, cooking pot 102 generally has a
perimeter surface 108 and a bottom surface 110. Cooking pot
102 is generally constructed of a material capable of with-
standing up to about 1 atmosphere of pressure such as, for
example, steel. Though not shown, an upper portion of the
cooking pot 102 generally includes a plurality of spaced apart
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retention tabs. Cooking pot 102 further includes a helper
handle 116 and a lower handle portion 118. Helperhandle 116
and lower handle portion 118 are generally attached by a
consumer following purchase so as to avoid adding to a pack-
aging profile of cooking pot 102.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-7, cover assembly 104 includes a
cover member 120 having a perimeter surface 122, an inter-
lock recess 123 and a plurality of spaced apart locking tabs
124. Cover member 120 includes a relief vent 126 and a relief
valve 128 for venting pressure in excess of the design opera-
tion pressure of pressurized vessel 106. Perimeter surface 122
includes a pair of attachment apertures 130a, 1305 and a slide
bore 132. An interlock structure 134 interacts with the slide
bore 132 and a pin bore 136 on cover member 120 to prevent
pressurization of pressure vessel 106 if the cover assembly
104 is incorrectly attached and to prevent the removal of the
cover assembly 104 when the pressure vessel is pressurized.
Interlock structure 134 is more fully described and illustrated
in U.S. Pat. No. 4,932,150, which is herein incorporated by
reference.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-7 as well as FIG. 8, cover
assembly 104 further comprises a two-piece handle assembly
140. Generally, two-piece handle assembly 140 comprises
molded articles formed from a polymeric material that pro-
vide rigidity, strength and possess a low thermal conductivity.
Two-piece handle assembly 140 generally comprises a cover
base portion 142 and a cover grip portion 144.

Cover base portion 142 generally comprises a cover body
143 defined by a cover attachment surface 146, a grip attach-
ment surface 148 and an upper viewable surface 150. Cover
attachment surface 146 includes a flanged surface 152 and a
contoured surface 154. A pair of cover portion attachment
apertures 156a, 1565 and a cover portion slide bore 158
continuously extends between the grip attachment surface
148 and the flanged surface 152. An interlock bore 160
extends between the upper viewable surface 150 and the
contoured surface 154. Mounted within the cover portion
attachment apertures 1564, 1565 are a pair of hex nuts 1624,
162b. Grip attachment surface 148 further includes a shaped
recess 164.

Cover grip portion 144 generally comprises a grip body
170 having an interface surface 172, an access surface 174
and a grip surface 176. Interface surface 172 is adapted to
align with and engage grip attachment surface 148 such that
interface surface 172 includes a pair of grip attachment aper-
tures 178a, 178b, a grip slide bore 180 and a shaped projec-
tion 182. Grip attachment apertures 178a, 1785 extend con-
tinuously from the interface surface 172 to the access surface
174.

In order to reduce overall packaging dimensions of the
pressure cooker 100, two-piece handle assembly 140 is gen-
erally sent in a disassembled arrangement so as to avoid
having to include packaging that accommodates the length of
cover grip portion 144. Generally, cover base portion 142 is
attached to the cover member 120 at the factory to as to insure
correctassembly and placement of the interlock structure 134
and the hex nuts 162a, 16254. First, the interlock structure 134
is positioned so as to be received and aligned with slide bore
132 and pin bore 136. Next, the cover base portion 142 is
arranged to capture and cover the interlock structure 134 by
aligning the flanged surface 152 and contoured surface 154
with the perimeter surface 122 and the interlock recess 123
respectively. When arranged as such, the attachment aper-
tures 130a, 1305 and the cover portion attachment apertures
156a, 1564 are aligned as well as the slide bore 132 and the
cover portion slide bore 158. As such, the interlock structure
134 partially extends through the cover portion slide bore
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158. In some instances, the hex nuts 162a, 1625 can be
permanently affixed or removably placed within the cover
portion attachment apertures 156a, 1565. To fix the attach-
ment of the cover base portion 142 to the cover member 120,
apair of machine screws 190a, 1905 are inserted through the
attachment apertures 130a, 1305 and the cover portion attach-
ment apertures 1564, 1565 such that threads on the machine
screws 190a, 1905 engage the threads on the hex nuts 1624,
1624 for tightening and retention of the cover base portion
142 to the cover member 120.

Following purchase, cover grip portion 144 can be attached
to the cover base portion 142 by positioning the interface
surface 172 proximate the grip attachment surface 148.
Through insertion of the shaped projection 182 into the cor-
responding shaped recess 164, alignment of the cover portion
attachment apertures 156a, 1565 and the grip attachment
apertures 178a, 178b (not shown) as well as the cover portion
slide bore 158 and grip slide bore 180 is accomplished. The
purchaser next inserts machine screws 192a, 19256 through
the grip attachment apertures 178a, 1785 such that the threads
onmachine screws 192a, 1925 engage corresponding threads
on the hex nuts 162a, 1625.

Hex nuts 162a, 1625, machine screws 190a, 1905 and
machine screws 192a, 1925 will all generally comprise the
same metallic material such as, for example, steel or brass
such that tightening of the machine screws 190a, 1905, 1924,
1925 will not lead to stresses capable of cracking or otherwise
damaging the hex nuts 162a, 1625. In this way, damage
caused by over tightening or torquing will not lead to a con-
nection failure as can occur when using connectors of differ-
ing materials, especially polymeric materials. In addition, the
sharing of hex nuts 162a, 1625 by machine screws 190aq,
1905, 1924, 1925 results in an overall reduction in the size of
cover base portion 142 as the cover base portion 142 need
only accommodate two hex nuts 162a, 1625 as opposed to
four hex nuts, one for each of machine screws 190a, 1905,
192a and 1924. By reducing the overall size of cover base
portion 142, material costs are reduced and packaging dimen-
sions are decreased.

Although specific examples have been illustrated and
described herein, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary
skill in the art that any arrangement calculated to achieve the
same purpose could be substituted for the specific examples
shown. This application is intended to cover adaptations or
variations of the present subject matter. Therefore, it is
intended that the invention be defined by the attached claims
and their legal equivalents.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for reducing packaging dimensions for a pres-
sure cooker having a full-sized handle assembly, comprising:

providing a pressure cooker having a cooking pot, a cover

assembly and a handle assembly, the handle assembly
including a base portion and a grip portion, wherein the
cover assembly includes at least one cover fastener, the
base portion includes at least one hex nut mounted
within at least one base aperture and the grip portion
includes at least one grip fastener;

attaching the base portion to the cover assembly by insert-

ing the at least one cover fastener through the cover
assembly and into the corresponding hex nut of the base
portion;

packaging the pressure cooker with the grip portion being

unattached to the base portion; and

connecting the grip portion to the base portion at a point of

use by inserting the at least one grip fastener through the
grip portion and into the corresponding hex nut of the
base portion.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the
base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

directing each cover fastener through a cover aperture in

the cover assembly, each cover aperture being aligned
with the corresponding hex nut in the base portion.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the step of connecting
the grip portion to the base portion assembly, further com-
prises:

directing each grip fastener through a grip aperture in the

grip portion, the grip aperture being aligned with the
corresponding hex nut in the base portion.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of directing
each grip fastener through a grip aperture, further comprises:

positioning a shaped projection on the grip portion within

a shaped recess on the base portion to align the grip
apertures with the hex nuts.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the
base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

capturing an interlock structure between the base portion

and the cover assembly.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the
base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

inserting an interlock structure on the cover assembly into

a slide bore defined by the base portion, wherein mis-
alignment of the interlock structure with the slide bore
prevents formation of a seal between the cover assembly
and the pot for pressurization of the pressure cooker.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the
base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

aligning a pair of alignment apertures on the cover assem-

bly with a pair of base apertures for insertion of the cover
fastener into the front end of each hex nut.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of attaching the
base portion to the cover assembly further comprises:

inserting a shaped projection of the grip portion into a

corresponding shaped recess defined in the base portion,
wherein insertion of the shaped projection into the
shaped recess aligns the base portion and grip portion for
joining with at least one grip fastener.

9. A method for reducing packaging dimensions for a con-
sumer appliance, comprising:

providing a cover assembly including a handle assembly

having a base portion and a grip portion, the base portion
including a hex nut mounted within each of a plurality of
base apertures, the cover assembly further including a
plurality of cover fasteners and the grip portion includ-
ing a plurality of grip fasteners;
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attaching the base portion of the handle assembly to the
cover assembly by inserting each cover fastener through
the cover assembly and into the corresponding hex nut of
the base portion;

packaging the cover assembly and handle assembly with

the grip portion of the handle assembly being unattached
to the cover assembly; and

connecting the grip portion to the base portion by inserting

each grip fastener through the grip portion and into the
corresponding hex nut of the base portion such that the
handle assembly and the cover assembly define a con-
sumer appliance.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of attaching
the base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

directing each cover fastener through a cover aperture in

the cover assembly, the cover aperture being aligned
with the corresponding hex nut in the base portion.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the step of attaching
the grip portion to the base portion assembly further com-
prises:

directing each grip fastener through a grip aperture in the

grip portion, the grip aperture being aligned with the
corresponding hex nut in the base portion.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the step of directing
each grip fastener through the grip aperture, further com-
prises:

positioning a shaped projection on the grip portion within

a shaped recess on the base portion to align the grip
aperture with the corresponding hex nut in the base
portion.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of attaching
the base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

capturing an interlock structure between the base portion

and the cover assembly.

14. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of attaching
the base portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

inserting an interlock structure on the cover assembly into

a slide bore defined by the base portion, wherein inser-
tion of the interlock structure into the slide bore aligns
the base portion with cover assembly.

15. The method of claim 9, wherein the step of connecting
the grip portion to the cover assembly, further comprises:

inserting a shaped projection of the grip portion into a

corresponding shaped recess defined in the base portion,
wherein insertion of the shaped projection into the
shaped recess aligns the base portion and grip portion for
joining with the grip fasteners.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the consumer appli-
ance is a pressure cooker.
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